
Treatment of Acute Gout.
The following treatment of acute gout is recommended by

Barthoiow :

A sufficient quantity of colehieum should be given to increase
the secretion from the skin, the intestinal mucous membranes
and the kidneys, but nausea and vomiting should be avoided.
Better results are obtained when it is combined with an

alkali, as:

R. Vini colchici sem.3iii 12 [
Spts. ammon. arom. q. s. ad.Sii 641

M. Sig. : One teaspoonful every three hours in water.
Or,
R. Tinct. colchici sem.m. xx 1133

Potassa bicarb.gr.  ¡66
Aq. pimentœ q. s. ad.Si 32[

M. Sig. : At one dose, to be repeated every three or four
hours.

The following combinations are recommended by Sir Henry
Halford :

R. Ext. colchici radiéis.gr. vi ¡25
Pulv. ipecacuanha; et opii
Ext. colocynth. comp., ââ.gr. xii |75

M. Ft. pil. No. xii. Sig.: One pill night and morning.
Or,
R. Ext. colchici rad.gr.  66

Pulv. digitalis
Ext. colocynth, comp., ââ.gr. xx 1 33

M. Ft. pil. No. xx. Sig.: One or two pills, to be taken three
times a day.

Quinin as an Antipyretic.
Egbert, in Merck's Archives, favors the combination of

quinin with acetanilid as antipyretic in the earlier stages of
inflammatory diseases. In his opinion a fluid mixture is
preferable :

R. Quinina; sulphatis .3i 4
Acetanilidi.3i 4
Elixir arom.Si 32
Syrupi (chocolated) q. s. ad.Siv 128

M. Sig.: One to two teaspoonfuls every three or four hours.

By combining quinin in small doses with other cinchona
alkaloids the effect of the dose is augmented. He recommends
the following:

R. Quinina?, sulphatis
Cinchona; sulphatis
Cinchonidina? salicylatis, fift.gr. xxx 2|

M. Ft. cap. No. xxx. Sig. : One to two capsules every three
or four hours.

Thiocol in Chronic Bronchitis.
Dr. J. A. Goldmann, of Vienna, claims to have obtained

splendid results in treatment of chronic bronchial catarrh with
thiocol (the potassium salt of guiacol-sulfonic acid) prescribed
as follows:

R. Thiocol .3iiss 101
Syr. aurantii q. s. ad .Süi 96j

M. Sig.: One teaspoonful for a child, or one dessertspoonful
for an adult, three times a day in milk or coffee.

As a Resolvent of Tuberculous Glands.
Deseroizilles, as noted in N. Y. Med. Journal, recommends

the following as a local application:
R. Tinct. iodi .gr. xv 1

Magnesii sulph.3iiiss 14
Sodii chloridi

.

.3x 40
Aqua; destil.Sivss 144

M. Sig.: To be applied locally on compresses.
A Lotion for Checking Night Sweats of Phthisis.

Ilersehfelel reports excellent results from sponging the body
with the following mixture:

R. Balsami peruviana? .gr. xxx 2|
Acidi formici
Chloralis hydratis, ââ .3iiss 10
Alcoholis.Svi 192

M. Sig.: Sponge the patient's body at night.

Acute Bronchitis in Children.
The following prescription is recommended by A. Agramente
li. Solutionis immon. acetat .3iv

Spts. etheris nitrosi.3iss
Syrupi ipecacuanha; .3iss
Syrupi senega?.3i
Syrupi limonis q. s. ad.Siv

M. Sig. : One teaspoonful every four hours.
The above combination will produce elimination from the

skin, kidneys and bronchial mucous membrane.
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Correction: In last issue, on p. 594, the second prescriptioi.
under "Treatment of Blepharitis," should have Vaselini 3iii
instead of gr. iii.

Medicolegal.
Seven Thousand Dollars for the Loss of an Eye.—The

Court of Civil Appeals of Texas, says, in the case of the De La
Vergne Refrigerating Machine Company vs. Stahl, that the
verdict here returned of $8000 is much larger than that in any
case which it has been able to finti, or which counsel seem to
have been able to find, involving the loss of an eye, with the
usual consequences of such injury. Here the party seeking to
recover damages therefor was a young man, a mechanic, 24
years of age, when hurt. And while the court considers $8000
as excessive compensation in such a case, it holds that the loss
of an eye is a serious injury, and says that it will affirm the
judgment if a remittitur of $1000 be made from the $8000.

Extent of Liability of Seller of Patent Medicines.—The
case of West vs. Emanual was brought by a mother to recover
from a druggist damages for the death of her daughter, alleged
to have been caused by a headache powder, sold to her by the
druggist. At the close of her case, and on motion of the de¬
fendant, a compulsory nonsuit was entered. This, the Su¬
preme Court of Pennsylvania holdä was proper, as the evidence
introduced failed, in its opinion, to establish or disclose a
cause of action. The powder, it explains, was a patent or pro¬
prietary medicine, sold by the manufacturer to drug stores, and
by them sold to their customers. And in the sales of patent or

proprietary medicines furnished by the compounder of the in¬
gredients which compose them, the court holds, the druggist is
not required to analyze the contents of each bottle or package
he received. If he delivers to the consumer the article called
for with the label of the proprietary or patentee upon it, he
can not be justly charged with negligence in so doing.

Prohibiting Additional Hospitals Where B«ilt up.— 
Pennsylvania act of 1899 for the protection of public health,
prohibits the establishing of maintenance of additional hos¬
pitals, pest-houses, and burial grounds in the built-up portions
of cities. In construing this, in the case of Commonwealth vs.
the Charity Hospital of Pittsburg, the Supreme Court of Penn¬
sylvania holds that it was properly decided in the court below
that the phrase "built-up portions of cities" must be understood
in its ordinary and popular meaning, and with reference to the
object of the act, viz., the protection of the public health, the
object of the act being presumed to be to remove supposed
sources of contagion from immettiate contact with a large popu¬
lation. It also approves of construing the word "additional" to
refer to new buildings not already established, and not to mean
in addition to the total number then maintained in the whole
of the city. It also seems to think that the act is single in
its purpose, namely, to protect the public health, and at the
same time a general act, for the protection of the public health
throughout the commonwealth, regulating the location of the
institutions in questions by prohibiting them in all the more

populous places of the state, down to a certain line, where the
supposed evil does not exist. Nor does it consider that the
act deprives a hospital of its property, or the use of it, without
due process of law, or denies to it the equal protection of the
law, in contravention of the federal constitution.

County Not Liable for Treatment of Pauper Inebriate.—
The Supreme Court of Wisconsin holds, in the case of the Put-
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liey Brothers Company vs. Milwaukee County, that neither the
county board no any county officer has authority under any
specific statute of that state to contract with a private person
or corporation for the medical treatment of a pauper for what
is termed "inebriety," and entail a liability therefor upon the
county, his board being simply a minor incident of the treat¬
ment. Inebriates may, indeed, it says, be received into county
asylums, under certain restrictions, and may be committed to
a county poor-house, and the county become liable for their
care in whole or in part, but the statutes seem to go no further.
Thus, it appearing that the legislature of Wisconsin has pro¬
vided certain methods by which inebriety or habitual drunken¬
ness may be dealt with, the supreme court thinks it plain that
it has excluded other methods, and that the general provisions
requiring the county or town to care for and relieve paupers
refer to necessary food, clothing, ordinary medical treatment,
and the like, and not to medical treatment looking toward the
cure of inebriety as a disease. There is, therefore, it insists,
no authority resting in any officer or public body to incur lia¬
bility for such treatment. And such being the case, there can,
it holds, be no ratification by the county, ¡i = a county can not
ratify the unauthorized acts of its agents which are beyond the
scope of its corporate powers.

Liability for Aggravation of Latent Disease.—The case

passed upon by the Supreme Court of Colorado entitled the
City of Denver vs. Hyatt was brought by the latter party to
recover for injuries alleged to have resulted from a fall caused
by a elefective sidewalk. The jury was instructed, in effect,
that, if the plaintiff was predisposed to a disease -which was

aggravated or accelerated by reason of the accident, she was

entitled to recover the damages necessarily resulting from such
aggravation or acceleration ; in other words,, that to the extent
she was caused to suffer from the effects of a latent disease,
above that which she would have suffered had it not been for
the accident, she was entitled to recover damages. This, the
supreme court holds, was not error. The sidewalks of a city,
it says, are for the use of those with organic predisposition to
diseases as well as for the healthy and robust and any injuries
which the former sustain by reason of defects in such sidewalks,
which result in aggravating an already diseased condition, are

results for which the city must respond, if otherwise liable.
The evidence was clear at the time of the trial the plaintiff
was suffering severely from some internal difficulties, which
were manifest for the first time shortly after the accident.
These troubles were of such a serious nature as to render her
practically helpless. What particular internal organs were

affected was not clear. The physicians called did not agr^e
upon this proposition. Neither were they a unit as to what
might have*been the proximate cause of this condition. One
of them gave it as his opinion that her internal condition was

caused by the fall. None of the others stated directly that
it was not, but they stated that they had never known such a

condition as she presented due to an accident, or that such con¬

dition was not necessarily attributa'ble to the accident. From
other evidence it appeared that the plaintiff prior to the ac¬

cident was a healthy and vigorous woman, and had never
suffered from a deranged condition of any internal organs prior
to that time; that shortly after the accident, as before stated,
she was affected internally. Now. this fact, in connection with
the testimony of the physicians, the supreme court thinks, was

amply sufficient to warrant the conclusion by the average lay¬
man, and to sustain a jury finding, that the deranged internal
condition which she manifested at the trial, and which had
existed a long time prior thereto, was caused by the fall.

Not a Case for Fee-Bill Charges.—The Supreme Court of
Wisconsin says that, upon the question of the value of the
plaintiff's services, in the case of McNamara vs. MeNamara.
the jury seem to have gone widely astray. This was a contro¬
versy between son and father, both of whom were practicing
physicians. The son claimed $12,000 to be due him for con¬

sulting and advising with his father in his practice for a period
of five years and ten months, alleging an express promise by
the father to pay what such services were reasonably worth.
The answer was a general denial, with a counterclaim for

money advanced. The son kept no books of account, and tim¬
ing the years in question never made a memorandum of a single
ease he treated, or concerning which he counseled or advised
his father. His guess was that his father called upon him on

the average of four times a week, and that he counseled with
him as to four cases at each visit. His estimate was that he
advised with his father concerning 1000 cases each year, and
that his services were worth a little less than $2 for each case.

Three physicians were called as experts for him, and were asked
a hypothetical question similar to the following: "Q. Doctor,
if the defmdant in this case consulted with the plaintiff in a

professional capacity on an average four times a week, and at
each consultation discussed four patients on an average, or say
sixteen to eighteen cases a week, and in consultation the plain¬
tiff would prescribe for the different parties, give advice as to
the medicine to be given, how much, and the general treatment,
and all such other advice and information as is incident to a

consultation for treatment, those cases being of a syphilitic
nature and venereal character entirely, or 90 per cent, of them
at least, what, in your opinion, would such services be worth
per year?'r One answered, in the neighborhood of $4000 per
year; going according to the fee-bill fixing rates for consulta¬
tion. The second testified that he would charge $4160 per
year for such services. The third thought from $2 to $5 a

consultation would be a reasonable charge . But that such
testimony was of no value in arriving at a correct conclusion,
the Supreme Court thinks evident from the fact that the hypo¬
thetical question did not cover the material facts in the case.

The relation of the parties, the circumstances under which the
services were rendered, the time employed, the nature and ex¬

tent of the consultation, and all the circumstances surrounding
the service, it holds, were material in arriving at a reasonable
answer. The attempt to apply fee-bill charges to such a situa¬
tion, it declares, was absurd. On this account, and because it
considers that prejudice was aroused and no proper foundation
for the recovery allowed was found in the evidence, it grants
a new trial notwithstanding that the $11,000 verdict returned
by the jury wyas cut down by the trial judge to $6000.
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